
     The objectives of HSEES 
are to: 
 
• Collect data on acute 

releases and their public 
health impact 

 
• Analyze the data to 

identify factors related to 
the public health impact 
of these emergency 
incidents 

 
• Use the data and factors 

to identify and promote 
activities to reduce injury 
and death 

 
     The most important  
safety precaution is staying 
alert.  Even with the correct 
equipment, if you become 
distracted you can be injured.  

     The Utah Department of 
Health participates in the 
Hazardous Substances 
Emergency Events 
Surveillance (HSEES) 
Program funded by the 
Agency for Toxic Substances 
and Disease Registry. 
     Information regarding 
spills and releases of 
hazardous substances 
throughout Utah are reported 
to the HSEES program.  
     This information is used to 
determine where spills are 
occurring and who is getting 
hurt.  Outreach activities are 
then performed to share the 
data and reduce injury and 
death. 
     The goal of HSEES is to 
reduce injuries and death that 
result from hazardous 
substances events, which are 

experienced by first 
responders, employees, and 
the general public. 

     As the surveillance of 
releases becomes more 
comprehensive, we can more 
adequately address the 
problems we find.  

     Each year Utah HSEES 
publishes a report summarizing 
the releases of the past year.  
Here are the highlights from 
2006: 

• A total of 431 events 
occurred in Utah during 
2006   

• Evacuations were 
ordered for 10 events 
during 2006 

• Most releases occurred at a 
fixed facility (87.0%)  

• Releases from San Juan 
County accounted for 64.7% 
of all releases  

• Injuries were sustained by 
31 victims as a result of 15 
events 

     During the first 6 months in 
2007 there were 285 events 
reported.  One death has been 
reported for 2007 as a result of 
exposure to a pesticide.  
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K E Y  
P O I N T S :  

• HSEES needs 

your help 
reporting 
releases of 
hazardous 
substances you 
respond to 

• Public Health 

can only 
address 
problems that 
are identified 

• Send us a copy 

of the report 
(UFIRS) you 
complete after 
responding  

• Send the report 

within 48 hours 
of the event Where are spills 

occurring? 
 

Who is getting hurt? 
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Data on 

accidental 

releases can be 

used to plan 

and prepare for 

future 

accidental 

releases 

2006 HSEES Events by County in Utah
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The majority of 
persons 
decontaminated on 
scene are 
responders 

What qualifies as a HSEES incident? 
Sudden, uncontrolled, or illegal 
release or threatened release 
of at least one hazardous 
substance. 

A substance is considered 
hazardous if it might 
reasonably be expected to 
cause adverse human health 
outcomes. 

If only a threatened release, 
the threat must have lead to an 
action to protect the public.  

HSEES focus is on the public 
health impact that a release 
may have.   

The release must be acute, 
lasting no longer than 72 
hours. 

The HSEES rule of thumb for a 
reportable quantity is 10 lbs or 
1 gallon, with the exception of 
extremely hazardous materials 
such as Hydrazine and 
Mercury. 

Due to CERCLA regulations, 
Petroleum is excluded and is 
not an eligible HSEES event.  
However, Utah HSEES will still 
track the data for your 
agency’s use if you would like 
to report it.   

On situations where you may 
be unsure if an incident 
qualifies as a HSEES event, 
please contact us and we will 
be happy to assist you 

Examples of releases include: 

• Chemicals in meth labs 

• Mercury in schools  

• Releases at dry cleaners 

• Transportation incidents 
such as train 
or roadway 
releases. 

 

Responders are 
the least likely 

group to be 
decontaminated 

at the hospital 

*Counties not listed had no reported events for 2006 which met the surveillance definition  



Where are spills occurring in Utah? 
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Number of Events Which Met the Surveillance Definition, by County and Type of Event in 2006   

The counties 

with the highest 

number of 

reported events 

were San Juan,  

Salt Lake, 

Davis, Tooele, 

and Utah.  

County 

Type of event 
  

All events 
Fixed Facility Transportation 

No.  events %* No. events %* Total no. events (%†) 
Beaver 1 100.0 0 0.0 1 (0.2) 
Box Elder 2 66.7 1 33.3 3 (0.7) 
Cache 4 100.0 0 0.0 4 (0.9) 
Carbon 1 100.0 0 0.0 1 (0.2) 
Daggett 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 (0.0) 
Davis 30 85.6 5 14.3 35 (8.1) 
Duchesne 3 100.0 0 0.0 3 (0.7) 
Emery 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 (0.0) 
Garfield 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 (0.0) 
Grand 0 0.0 1 100.0 1 (0.2) 
Iron 0 0.0 1 100.0 1 (0.2) 
Juab 1 100.0 0 0.0 1 (0.2) 
Kane 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 (0.0) 
Millard 1 100.0 0 11.1 1 (0.2) 
Morgan 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 (0.0) 
Piute 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 (0.0) 
Rich 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 (0.0) 
Salt Lake 33 45.8 39 54.2 72 (16.7) 
San Juan 279 100.0 0 0.0 279 (64.7) 
San Pete 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 (0.0) 
Sevier 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 (0.0) 
Summit 1 50.0 1 50.0 2 (0.5) 
Tooele 10 90.9 1 9.1 11 (2.6) 
Uintah 2 50.0 2 50.0 4 (0.9) 
Utah 5 55.6 4 44.4 9 (2.1) 
Wasatch 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 (0.0) 
Washington 0 0.0 1 100.0 1 (0.2) 
Wayne 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 (0.0) 
Weber 2 100.0 0 0.0 2 (0.5) 
  375 87.0%  56 13%  431 (100 .0 %) 



• Utah Prehospital OnLine Active 
Reporting Information System 
(POLARIS) 

• Utah Fire Incident Reporting 
System (UFIRS) Note: Fire 
departments can report HSEES 
events by submitting a copy of 
UFIRS to Utah HSEES  

Occasionally, two agencies report the 
same incident, but this is much better 
than not getting the report. 

 

 

Utah HSEES needs you to help capture 
and comprehensively describe the 
events that occur in your area. 

Some sources of HSEES data include: 

• Utah Dept of Environmental 
Quality/ Utah Division of 
Response and Remediation (DEQ/
UDERR) 

• Utah Department of 
Transportation (UDOT) 

• The National Response Center 
(NRC) 

• Utah Poison Control Center 
(UPCC) 

• Local health department (LHD) 

• Hospitals, Fire, EMS and Law 
enforcement  

Common substances 
released are:  

• Ammonia     

• Mercury 

• Sulfur dioxide     

• Sulfuric acid     

• Chlorine 

• Paints and dyes     

• Carbon monoxide 

• Hydrochloric acid    

• Nitric oxide 

• Sodium hydroxide 

 

If you have information on a release, please 

contact us by email, phone or fax.  It is 

helpful to receive the reports within 48 

hours of the incident.  Also, visit our website 

where reporting forms are available to 

download, complete, and return via email. 

Environmental Epidemiology 
Phone: 801-538-6191 
Fax: 801-538-6564 
E-mail: EEP@utah.gov 
Website: www.health.utah.gov/enviroepi 

This fact sheet was prepared by the Utah 

Department of Health HSEES program with 

funds from the CERCLA trust fund, and the 

Office of Terrorism Planning and Emergency 

Response of the CDC, and provided by the 

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 

Registry (ATSDR), Public Health Service, US 

DHHS under Cooperative Agreement 

Number  U61/ATU866932  

Website for ATSDR: 
www.atsdr.cdc.gov//HS/HSEES/hsees.html 

Common injuries reported 
are: 

• Respiratory irritation 

• Eye irritation 

If you respond to an incident 
involving hazardous substances, 
please report it to the Utah 
HSEES program. 

About HSEES data  


